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Officials: Trump’s N.J. visits hurt local airports
MATT FAGAN
STAFF WRITER, @FAGAN_NJ

LINCOLN PARK - Business at Lincoln Park Airport
has been hurting lately, and area pilots said it’s all due to
President Donald Trump’s presence in the area.
The dip in profits and flights coincides with Trump’s
visits to his Bedminster property.
With the arrival of the president and U.S. Secret Service, the Federal Aviation Administration placed a temporary flight restriction (TFR) for a radius of 30 miles
around Trump National.
Lincoln Park is one of 20 North Jersey airports within the TFR. As a result, business at Lincoln Park and
other airports in the zone drops “drastically” each time
the president arrives in Bedminster, airport officials
said. His current 17-day stay, however, seems to be particularly egregious.
Frank Galella of Lincoln Park Aviation said there
has been an 80 percent drop in aviation fuel sales in the
three weekends the president has been in New Jersey.
He wouldn’t discuss just how much he’s lost in sales.
“The domino effect starts there. If people don’t fly,
they don’t burn gas. If they don’t burn gas, they don’t
require maintenance,” said Galella, who is a West Milford resident.
Then there’s the fact that there are no drone flights
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Business at Lincoln Park and other airports drops each time
the president arrives in Bedminster, airport officials said.

permitted in the restricted flight area. Galella says his
company typically performs around four commercial
drone flights a week.
Pilot Mike Pirot of Bloomingdale, who started Garden State Helicopters a year ago, said the flight restrictions are having a profound effect on his bottom line.
He needs about 20 hours a month of paid flying time in
each of his two helicopters just to pay the cost of his
leases. Most of those come from flight instruction.
Take out 17 days, the time the president is expected
to remain in Bedminster, and it affects his ability to become profitable. It’s even worse that it is happening
during the summer, which is prime time for helicopter
flights. Tack on the six previous days this summer
when Trump was in Bedminster and it hurts, Pirot said.
“Losing August is like a shore town losing the entire
month of summer,” he said.
Linda Scully of Aero Safety Training, a flight school
at the airport, said the TFR has a dampening effect on
pilot training. Pilots are allowed to take off with a valid
flight plan and receive a special code for their transponders from the air traffic controllers, but they are
not allowed to tarry within the restricted area.
They can travel outside the TFR to conduct lessons.
However, to return they have to contact air traffic control to get a new code. This can take time, and time when
taking flying lessons is money. Each extra hour is
around $170, Scully notes.
“Students worry about getting back in,” Scully said.
“Getting back in can be a big issue,” agreed Ron Reinartz, who is a flight instructor at the airport. He added
that for a student soloing, dealing with a TFR can be a
bit intimidating.
Anyone who strays off the flight path is likely to encounter a helicopter or maybe even an F-15, be forced
down and be interrogated by the Secret Service. That
makes students and amateur pilots inclined to pass on
flying while the restrictions are in place, officials said.
Scully said the timing of the president’s stay hasn’t
been great, as this week the airport is holding an aero-

camp, where teens learn about flying. A key selling
point is the introductory ride, which cannot be easily
done given the restrictions.
While the presidential TFR has hampered operations at Lincoln Park, it has crippled operations at other
airports. Andover Flight School and Skydive New Jersey have also been severely affected, officials noted.
Damien Del Gaizo, owner of Andover Flight School,
said, “This is horrible. It is putting us out of business.”
Andover flies vintage planes such as the 1946 Stearman, a bi-plane once used for military training. Because of the lack of transponders in his planes, he is effectively grounded.
“Losing 21⁄2 weeks at the height of summer impacts
us severely,” Del Gaizo said. “It is a tough enough business to make it in anyway.”
While pilots at Lincoln Park and Andover still technically can leave the TFR, two airports, Solberg and
Somerset, are effectively closed, as no flights are permitted because they fall within the 10-mile radius,
which is a no-fly zone.
“We are totally hamstrung in any effort to advance
our business in the future,” said Thor Solberg Jr., who
owns the Solberg airport with his sisters, Suzanne Nagle and Lorraine Solberg.
Nagle said that because of the no-fly zone, there are
no fuel sales, no flight training, no aircraft rental, no
radio-controlled model aircraft flying, no hot air ballooning, no Civil Air Patrol, and no aircraft flying for
business or pleasure.
“This is not Wyoming or Nevada,” Nagle said. “This
is not even West Palm Beach, where at least a portion of
the 60-nautical-mile diameter is over the Atlantic
Ocean.”
Worse, potential corporate clients may take their
business elsewhere, Nagle said.
New Jersey’s congressional delegation is sympathetic to airports’ and related businesses’ plight. On
June 29, the congressmen wrote a letter to Secret Service officials imploring them to modify the TFR protocols.
“Most of these general businesses rely on summer
flying and tourism to generate sales and generate revenue to keep them afloat during the off season,” the letter reads.
Congressman Leonard Lance, R-Clinton, was one of
the signers and says that while he doesn’t begrudge the
president time off, he does want to see something done
for the local airports.
“I hope and expect the Secret Service will review our
request,” Lance said. He said the TFR also affects airports around Palm Beach when the president spends
time there.
In the June 29 letter, Lance and others, including
Reps. Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-Harding, Bill Pascrell
Jr., D-Paterson, and Josh Gottheimer, D-Wyckoff, said
they hoped the Secret Service could strike a balance between protecting the president and minimizing the impact on New Jersey’s general aviation businesses.
When asked about potential modifications to the
presidential TFR, FAA spokeswoman Arlene Salac deferred to the Secret Service. U.S. Secret Service Special Agent/Spokesperson Joseph A. Casey said the
agency had “no comment” on the letter.
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NOTICE TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY CUSTOMERS
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR THE
ANNUAL REVIEW AND REVISION OF ITS BASIC GAS SUPPLY SERVICE (BGSS) AND ITS
CONSERVATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM (CIP) RATES FOR F/Y 2018
Docket No. GR17060588
NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
TO OUR CUSTOMERS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on June 1, 2017, New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”) filed a petition which includes its
2017–2018 Basic Gas Supply Service (“BGSS”) and Conservation Incentive Program (“CIP”) rate filing pursuant to the “Order Approving
BGSS Price Structure” issued by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) on January 6, 2003, in Docket No. GX01050304 (“Generic
BGSS Order”) and the Orders related to CIP issued by the Board in Docket No. GR05121020 dated December 12, 2006 and January 21, 2010
and in Docket No. GR13030185 dated May 21, 2014. Pursuant to its filing, NJNG requested that the Board permit NJNG to adjust its BGSS
and CIP rates effective October 1, 2017. Additionally, pursuant to the Board’s September 23, 2016 Order in BPU Docket No. GR15111304,
NJNG requested to adjust its Balancing Charge effective October 1, 2017. The impact of the rate changes for a residential heating customer
using an average of 100 therms per month would be an increase of $4.45 per month, or 4.2 percent as a result of the proposed BGSS rate, an
increase of $0.62 per month, or 0.6 percent as a result of the proposed Balancing Charge rate, and a decrease of ($1.61) per month or (1.5)
percent as a result of the proposed CIP rate. The combined impact of these rate changes would result in an overall increase of approximately
$3.46 or 3.3 percent per month on a 100 therm residential bill. All Balancing Charge revenues from sales and transportation customers are
credited to BGSS recoveries.
The effect of the Company’s request for the rate adjustments to be effective October 1, 2017, on natural gas bills for the applicable customer
classes is estimated to be as follows:
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The proposed BGSS rate does not impact transportation customers who receive their natural gas supply from third party suppliers. For
General Service – Large (“GSL”) sales customers, there is no impact from the proposed BGSS rate because they are subject to monthly market
pricing for their natural gas supply. The GSL BGSS decrease shown above reflects the proposed Balancing Charge change since the Balancing
Charge is deducted from the BGSS charge and included as a component of the delivery charge for no impact to the total bill of GSL sales
customers.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that future changes in NJNG’s rate for BGSS service may occur if NJNG elects to adjust its BGSS rates
upward by filing timely notice with the Board Staff and the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel (“Rate Counsel”), pursuant to the Generic
BGSS Order. Any such self-implementing increase will be limited to a maximum of 5 percent of the total residential bill, effective December
1, 2017, and to a maximum of 5 percent of the total residential bill, effective February 1, 2018. Further, these self-implementing increases
will be provisional and subject to true-up in connection with the next annual BGSS filing. Pursuant to the Generic BGSS Order, NJNG is
permitted to decrease its BGSS rate at any time upon five days’ notice and the filing of supporting documentation with the Board of Public
Utilities and Rate Counsel.
If both of the above mentioned self-implementing increases were to be put into place as of the requested effective dates, the effect on typical
residential and general service - small natural gas bills is estimated to be as follows:

Customer Type
Residential Heat Sales
Residential Non-Heat Sales
General Service - Small

Therm
Level
100
25
100

Bill as of
October
1, 2017
$108.71
$33.00
$122.86

Total Bill
Proposed Bill
Including December
and February BGSS
5 Percent Increases
$119.86
$35.78
$134.01

Increase

Amount
$11.15
$2.79
$11.15

Percent
10.3%
8.4%
9.1%

The Board has the statutory authority to establish the BGSS, CIP and Balancing Charge rates at levels it finds just and reasonable. Therefore,
the Board may establish the BGSS, CIP and Balancing Charge rates at levels other than those proposed by NJNG. NJNG’s natural gas costs
addressed in this petition will remain subject to audit by the Board, and Board approval shall not preclude or prohibit the Board from taking
any such actions deemed appropriate as a result of any such audit.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that public hearings on the petition have been scheduled for the following dates, times and places:
September 5, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Freehold Township Municipal Building
Conference Room
One Municipal Plaza, Schanck Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-3099

September 7, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 pm.
Rockaway Township Municipal Building
Conference Room
65 Mt. Hope Road
Rockaway, NJ 07866

The public is invited to attend, and interested persons will be permitted to make a statement of their views on the proposed rate changes. In
order to encourage full participation in this opportunity for public comment, please submit any requests for needed accommodations, including interpreter, listening devices or mobility assistance, 48 hours prior to this hearing to the Board Secretary at the address below. Regardless
of whether they attend the hearing, members of the public may submit written comments concerning the petition to the Board by addressing
them to: Irene Kim Asbury, Secretary, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314, P.O. Box 350, Trenton, NJ 08625-0350. Copies of NJNG’s June 1, 2017, filing can be reviewed at the NJNG Customer Service Centers the addresses of which
are located on NJNG’s bills or its website, www.njng.com, at the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 7th Floor,
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 or online at www.njng.com/regulatory.

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
New Jersey Natural Gas

