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Christie, governor hopefuls
denounce white supremacists
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TRENTON - New Jersey’s governor
and the candidates hoping to succeed
him in this year’s election are denouncing white supremacists in the aftermath
of the violent clashes in Virginia.
Their statements came amid several
weekend rallies in New Jersey to protest
the deadly violence.
Republican Gov. Chris Christie, a
staunch Trump supporter, wrote that
“we reject the racism and violence of
white nationalists like the ones acting
out in Charlottesville.” He called on “everyone in leadership to speak out.”
Democratic nominee Phil Murphy
called the violence “the sad result of
when hate and bigotry are given a wink
and nod by the President and those
around him.”
Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno, the GOP’s gubernatorial candidate, condemned the
violence. She said “only thoughtful dialogue and civil debate, not hatred, will
heal our divisions.”

Guadagno also retweeted on Twitter a
statement issued by Alan Steinberg, a
former state and federal environmental
official, about her Cuban-born running
mate, Woodcliff Lake Mayor Carlos Rendo. Steinberg wrote that “in this era of
the dark ugliness of Trumpism, Carlos
Rendo gives the NJGOP a message of inclusiveness, opportunity, and hope!”
Steinberg, who served as a regional
administrator in the Environmental Protection Agency during the administration of President George W. Bush and as
executive director of the New Jersey
Meadowlands Commission under Gov.
Christine Todd Whitman.
The violence in Virginia spurred
many rallies across the state over the
weekend.
An estimated 200 people gathered
Saturday night in Red Bank for a “flashlight vigil” to denounce white supremacists and call for national unity. Similar
rallies were planned Sunday in several
communities, including Newark and
Montclair.

3 plead guilty in dogfight network
STAFF REPORTS

TRENTON - Three Cumberland
County men have pleaded guilty to their
roles in an illegal dogfighting network in
which animals were transported across
the country so they could battle “to the
death,” authorities announced Friday.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office said guilty
pleas were entered Thursday and Friday
in federal court by Frank Nichols, 40, of
Millville; Anthony “Monte” “Whiteboy”
Gaines, 36, of Vineland; and Lydell
“Sinn” Harris, 32, of Vineland. Two other
defendants — Pedro Cuellar, 47, of Willow Springs, Ill., and Mario Atkinson, 42,
of Asbury Park — also have pleaded
guilty, officials said.
“Justice is being delivered in these
cases,” acting Assistant Attorney General Jeffrey H. Wood said. “Ending animal
fighting ventures and other inhumane
practices depends upon the hard work of
investigators and lawyers like those who
brought these cases, and will also require continued partnership with federal, state and local law enforcement agencies.”
The defendants were part of a vicious
dogfighting ring in which pit bulls were

trafficked in New Jersey, Indiana, Illinois and New Mexico, federal authorities said.
At their homes in South Jersey, they
used equipment such as treadmills,
heavy chains, “breeding stands” that immobilize female dogs, and intravenous
drug bags to prepare the animals for
combat, according to court records.
After one fight victory, Harris posted
on the website “Peds Online” that his dog
Tee Tee had “smoked” her opponent, authorities said.
Prosecutors say the case is part of Operation Grand Champion, a nationwide
crackdown that has rescued 98 dogs so
far. The phrase Grand Champion is used
by dogfighters for animals with more
than five victories.
Nichols, Gaines and Cuellar all pleaded guilty to conspiracy to transport, deliver and receive dogs used for an animal-fighting venture. Nichols also admitted to possession of a stolen firearm,
and Gaines admitted to possessing animals for dogfighting. Harris and Atkinson pleaded guilty to conspiracy to sponsor or exhibit a dog for animal fighting,
and possession of a dog to be used for
fighting.

NOTICE TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY
CUSTOMERS
In the Matter of the Petition of New Jersey Natural Gas
Company for Approval of Base Rate Adjustments
Pursuant to its NJ RISE and SAFE II Programs
Notice of Filing and Public Hearings
Docket No. GR17030326
TO OUR CUSTOMERS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on March 31, 2017 New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”) filed a petition (“Petition”) and
supporting documentation with the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board” or “BPU”) seeking approval for base rate changes providing
for cost recovery associated with the Company’s New Jersey Reinvestment in System Enhancement Program (“NJ RISE Program”) and Safety
Acceleration and Facility Enhancement Extension program (“SAFE II Program”). As set forth in BPU Docket No. GR15111304, the NJ RISE
Program and SAFE II Program annual rate filings were permitted to be combined for administrative ease.
NJ RISE Program: In an Order dated March 20, 2013, the BPU found it critical to investigate prudent, cost efficient and effective opportunities to enhance utility infrastructure against damage from major storm events. On July 23, 2014 (“July 2014 Order”), the Board issued an
Order approving the NJ RISE Program in Docket Nos. AX13030197 and GR13090828. The July 2014 Order provided approval for NJNG to
invest up to $102.5 million, excluding Allowance for Funds Used During Construction (“AFUDC”), to be recovered through base rate adjustments in order to undertake six infrastructure projects aimed at making the Company’s distribution system more resilient in anticipation of
future major storms.
The NJ RISE Program is a series of capital investment projects that promote enhanced reliability and safety through facility enhancements for
storm readiness and response. The NJ RISE Program projects are to be completed over a period of five years and consist of the installation of
secondary gas distribution mains into the Sea Bright Peninsula, the Seaside Peninsula and Long Beach Island. Additionally, two regulator
station reinforcement projects will be undertaken, one in Mantoloking and the other in Ship Bottom on Long Beach Island. Also, an existing
back-up regulator station will be relocated from Mantoloking to the mainland. Finally, the Company is installing excess flow valves (“EFVs”)
on all distribution services in waterfront communities that may be impacted by coastal and back-bay flooding and/or storm surge.
The Company’s NJ RISE Program rate filing includes a request for recovery in base rates of the actual costs associated with the NJ RISE
projects through June 30, 2017, consisting of prudently-incurred capital expenditures, including actual costs of engineering, design and
construction, cost of removal (net of salvage), property acquisition, actual labor, materials overheads and capitalized AFUDC.
SAFE II Program: On September 23, 2016, the Board issued an Order approving the SAFE II Program in Docket No. GR15111304 (“September 2016 Order”). The SAFE II Program is an extension of the Company’s previously BPU approved Safety Acceleration and Facilities
Enhancement program (“SAFE Program”). See, BPU Docket No. GO12030255. Under the SAFE Program, completed in September 2016,
NJNG was the first natural gas utility in New Jersey to eliminate all of its cast iron mains and services throughout its service territory. The
September 2016 Order, which included approval of the SAFE II Program, provided for NJNG to invest up to $200 million, excluding AFUDC,
to be recovered through base rate adjustments over the five year term of the SAFE II Program. The SAFE II Program is designed to replace
all of the Company’s existing unprotected steel mains and services throughout its service territory on or before September 30, 2021. The
Company’s SAFE II Program rate filing includes a request for recovery in base rates of the costs associated with the SAFE II Program actual
costs through June 30, 2017.
As agreed to by the parties and set forth in the Board’s Order in Docket No. GR15111304, the rate design for the SAFE II Program and NJ
RISE Program annual rate adjustments will be structured to reflect the same rate design methodology used to set rates in the Company most
recent base rate case.
At this time, the Company is requesting BPU approval to adjust base rates effective October 1, 2017 to recover approximately $30.2 million of
NJ RISE Program and SAFE II Program investment costs made through June 30, 2017, resulting in a base rate increase of $4.1 million. If the
proposed rates are approved by the Board, the impact to the typical residential heating customer using 100 therms in a month is an increase
of $0.65, or 0.62 percent.
The impact of the Company’s filing, requested to be effective on October 1, 2017 or as of the date of the final Board Order in this proceeding,
on a typical residential customer (both heat and non-heat), a typical general service small customer and a typical general service large customer on a monthly basis is estimated to be as follows based on the usage levels shown below:

Customer Type
Residential Heat Sales
Residential Non-Heat Sales
General Service - Small
General Service - Large

Therm
Level
100
25
100
1200

Bill as of
March 1,
2017
$105.25
$32.10
$124.76
$1,327.41

Total Bill
Proposed Bill

$105.90
$32.30
$125.59
$1,334.64

Increase

Amount
$0.65
$0.20
$0.83
$7.23

Percent
0.62%
0.62%
0.67%
0.54%

The Board has the statutory authority to approve the requested changes to base rates at levels it finds just and reasonable. Therefore, the Board
may establish the new rates at levels other than those proposed by NJNG.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that public hearings on the Petition have been scheduled at the following dates, times and places:
September 5, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Freehold Township Municipal Building
One Municipal Plaza, Schanck Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-3099

September 7, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Rockaway Township Municipal Building
65 Mt. Hope Road
Rockaway, NJ 07866

The public is invited to attend, and interested persons will be permitted to make a statement of their views on the proposed increases. In order to encourage full participation in this opportunity for public comment, please submit any requests for needed accommodations, including
interpreter, listening devices or mobility assistance, 48 hours prior to these hearings to the Board Secretary at the address below. Regardless
of whether they attend the hearing, members of the public may submit written comments concerning the Petition to the Board by addressing
them to: Irene Kim Asbury, Secretary, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314, P.O. Box 350,
Trenton, New Jersey, 08625-0350. Copies of the NJNG filing can be reviewed at the NJNG Customer Service Centers, the addresses of which
are located on NJNG’s bills, at the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 7th Floor, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625-0350
or online at www.njng.com/regulatory.
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
New Jersey Natural Gas
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Join Us For Our Hearing Health Care Event
Now Through August 18th!
• Preview the next generation of hearing technology
• Meet our local staff
• Receive a Free Hearing Screening
• Receive exclusive savings only available during this event!

Call immediately to schedule your appointment at one of our convenient locations!
Miracle-Ear Middletown

800-337-1298
Miracle-Ear Brick

Miracle-Ear Oakhurst

500 Highway 35
miracle-ear-middletownnj.com

668 Route 70
miracle-ear-brick.com

2005 Highway 35 N.
miracle-ear-oakhurst.com

Miracle-Ear Freehold

Miracle-Ear Manahawkin

Miracle-Ear Whiting

325 W. Main Street
miracle-ear-freehold.com

297 Rt. 72 W.
miracle-ear-manahawkin.com

Miracle-Ear Toms River

2101 Lake Road
(Inside Dr. Karabach’s)
miracle-ear-whiting.com

833 Route 37 West
miracle-ear-tomsrivernj.com

FREE
BATTERY
CHARGER

Offer valid with purchase of ME-1 Hearing Solutions (pair). Available
with selct models. No other offer or discounts apply. Offer cannot
be combined and does not apply to prior sales. See participating
Miracle-Ear stores for details. Offer expires 8/18/17.

$795 *

AUDIOTONE PRO
LIMITED TIME OFFER

*Up to 35 db loss. Limit one aid per patient at the promotional price
during Special Event Dates only. Not valid with any other discount or
offer. Does not apply to prior purchases. Offer expires 8/18/2017

FREE

CaptionCall
TELEPHONE
Good only from participating Miracle-Ear locations. Receive a free
CaptionCall telephone with qualifying hearing loss.

Hearing

aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification.*Not valid on Audiotone®
Pro. †Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses nor are
they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.
Mike Gatto, Supervising Licensee, NJ Lic #886.
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